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\ The Law of the Lord is Perfect, Conderting the 


Soul : The Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making 
* the Simple, Pſal. 19. 7. 

Te ſhall not add unto the Word which I command 
you ; neither ſhall you diminiſh Ought from it, 
that ye may keep the Commandments of the Lord 
your God W I command you, Deut. 4. 2. 
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An Hiflorical Enquiry after the 
Authw of the Creed, com- 
monly called ATHANASLAN. 


m—_—— 7 following Obſervations 
ST were put together ſome Time 
ago, when the Arian Contro- 
verfy was warin amongſt us, 
tipon the Requeſt of a Friend, 
BS who did not know what to 
=— do, with the damnatory Sen- 
tences in the Athanaſan Creed; nor with the 
cal Explanation of the Myſtery of the 
A | 
But upon the ſinking ' of that Controverſy , 
they were thrown aſide in an unfiniſh'd Dreſs, 
n that fair Profpe&t we then had, that the 
blick might have no Occafion to be farther 
troubled with ſuch delicate Matters, _— 
| yo 2 g 
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n the Revival of the old Debate, 
by 3 of Character and Diſtinction, I was 
prevailed upon to put my finiſhing Hand to 
this Enquiry * the moſt 1 way to bring 


us to a U Send of our Miſtakes in this Matter, 
is to put the em for this Creed, to de- 
fend it ſo long, till 7 ps s miglit ke Res- 
ſon to believe 1 not Defenſible 

This is Introduction. As to the creed theſy' : 
Two Opinions deſerve'otir Thoughts. 


I, Whether it was written by the Great 
Athanaſius, | 


II. Or whether it was written by another 
Hand, and inſcribed Athauaſius, as 
containing Sentiments, agreeing with 
thoſe he Jad of the Doctrine of the 


Trinity, 


The Firſt of theſe Opinions, that the Creed 
was written by Athanafus, is given up by the befk 
Trinitarian Criticks ; ſo I have n with 
this. But the other, that it contains Doctrines 
agreeable to the Sentiments of fl Father, 15 
yet entertain d; but may I not ay, ogly 2. 

thoſe, who have not given themſelves 84. 
tisfaction of examining his apthentick Wri-j 


tm 
| Phe 3 juſteſt Method to diſcover the Soundneſs 
of theſe Two Opinions will be, to 1 them 


by the following Rules. 


I. Whether the Doctrines of this Creed agree 
with the Sentiments of Atbanaſus, Legible in 
his own undoubted Works, | 


II, Whether 
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UI. Whether its Modes of Expreſſion, and Ex- 
planation, be conformable to the Faſhion of his 
Times, in ſpeaking of the Articles of Faith. 


II. Whether the Creed doth not mention, and 


cenſhre Opinions, Which were not heard of in 
the World till after the Death of Atbaraſius. 


When I have. gone through theſe Rules, I pre- 


fume, I ſhall have faid enough, to expoſe the 


Weak! 
fore ns. 


neſa of the two Opinions which are be- 


I. My Buſineſs is now to examine, Whether 
the Doctrines off the Creed, commonly called 
Athanaſfian, be conformable to the Sentiments of 
that Author. 2 70 


In order to find out this, 1 ſhall pitch upon 
an Article or to; and then ſet the Sentiments 
of Athanaſius, as they ſtand in his own Writings, 
againſt them. "oo 

We have theſq Words in the Creed — The Ho- | 
ty Gboß i: of the Father, and the Son; neither 


made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding. 


But the Opinion of Athonfus „as to the 
Proceſſion: of the Holy Spirit from the Son, is 


In his Epiſtle to Sefapion, he fays ; It is ſuf- 


ficient to know, that the Spirit is no Creature, nor 
to be reckowt” among ft God's Works : And be that 


engnires and ſearches into more than theſe, ueglects 
bim that ſaid, Be not wiſe over-much. « — 3 


And 


[03 
And to the ſame Perſon : If they thought well 
of the Word, they would likewiſe think well of the 
pirit, which proceeds from the Father, and is pro- 
per to the Son; and is given by bim to his Diſciples, 
and to all who believe on him. 
In his Epiſtle to Epifetus, ſpeaking of the Ni- 
cene Creed, (in which there was ſomething con- 


cluded, concerning the Proceſſion of the Holy 


Spirit from the Son) he faith, It was ſufficient 


to turn Men from all Impiety, and eftablaſh Chri- 


ſtian Virtue. 
The General * Councils of Confantinople and 


Epheſus made it penal, to make any Additions 


to, or Alterations in this Creed, 


And it's to be obſery'd, Our Athanaſius exactly 
agrees with the Eftabliſh'd Doctrine of the Greek 


Church, in this Matter of the Filioque; in which 


Communion he lived and died with Honour. 
The Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt from the 


Son, was never entertain'd in the Eaftern Church ; 


which, in this Affair, kept cloſe to the Terms of 
Scripture. Neither was it in the Creeds of the 


Weſtern Church, before the Year 1438; when, in 


Contradiction to Antiquity and Tradition, it 
was concluded by the Councils of Ferrare and 
Florence, | | 

In the Evidence before us, it is abundantly 
manifeſt, That the Creed now under Conſidera- 
tion, hath a Doctrine in it different from the 
—— of Athanaſius z and that it is none 
OI nE. 15 
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* Can. 1. Cone, Conſtantinop. Can. VN. Conc, EpheC. 
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The Doctrine of the Filioque, in this Creed, 
is contrary to his own Sentiments, and the (on- 
cordant Senſe of the whole Greek Church; which 
was adorned with many Martyrs, and Fathers 
of Diſtinction, and honour'd as a true Church, 
till imperious Rome aſſum'd Power to conclude 
Articles of Faith, and to unchurch thoſe who 
would not bow down to her Impoſitions. 

To illuſtrate this Argument, give me leave to 
entertain you a little more with what I know of 
this Controverſy ; of that Oppoſition it met with 
in the Church; and how at length it became 
an Article of Faith in the Creeds of the La- 


tin Church, 


It is hiſtorically certain, That when the An- 
cient and Modern Writers of the Greek Church 
mention the Proceſſion of the Holy Spirit, that 
they only ſpeak of the Father ; and never uſe 
any other Mode of Expreſſion z nor would ſuf- 
fer any of its Members to wander from it. 

Thus when Cyil of Alexandria, in his Auathe- 
ma's againſt Neftorius , had left this eftabliſh'q 
Rule, when he aſſerted the Holy Ghoſt was 
lors, the proper Spirit of the Son, he was ſharp- 
ly rebuked Fr it by Theadoret, the beſt Writer 
of his Age ; who was commanded to the Defence 
of the ancient Doctrine of the Greek Church, by 
Fobn of Antioch, his Metropolitan, — 
But this Controverſy, which was unhappily 

n betwixt thoſe two warm Writers, ſeem d 
2 Pn rg And 3 Church, for Fra] 
ime after, did enjoy its 0] | 
1 cuſtomary Mode 


But in the Seventh Century, this Controverſy 


reviyed, and was managed in great 


— — — —— — —— —_ — 
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81 
the Champions of the Ezflern and Weſtern Cauſe; 
So that 4. D. 969 , there was a Synod of Di- 
vines held at Gentily, in France, to endeavour” 
an amicable Accommodation of the Matter 
John 2 the Emperor of the Eaft, and 


Pepin, King of France, being weary of the Dis 
n = | 
_ Controverſies in Religion are troubleſome to 

Civil States: But the Labours of thofe Princes 

did not meet with the leaſt Succels, | 


In the Eighth Century , this trifling Debate 
was carry'd on ſo fiercely , that Pope Nicholas 
excommunicated Photius, that great and learned 
Patriarch of Conſtantinople : And Photius returned 
the rude Compliment upon Nicho =__ N 

Hell and Damnation are too oſten thrown at 
each other by angry Eccleſiaſticks: Are the 
Arms of Paſſion and Indiſcretion, where Rea- 
Po Talk. . 

The Buſineſs was now exteedingly wide; and 
- e two Churches were preparing for Hoſti- 


-» 


* 


But this Controverſy met with more Succeſs 
among the Members of the Latin Church: And 
tho the Filloque was Kindly entertain'd among 
them, it was not brought into their Creeds with- 
out Oppoſition and Difficultꝛ. : 


In the Pontificate of Leo, the Third of that 
Name, who was elected Pope A. D. 795, the 


_ Filioque was inferted into the Creeds of the Gal- 


eau und Spaniſh Churches, without any regular 
Authority. But upon Complaint to the ſaid Leo, 
to put a Stop to ſuch Uncanonica] 28 

70 


* 


be written out”, u 


he Order d two By of the Nitene Creed 


on two Silver Tables, and 
hung 


— 


ES 1 


hung over the High Altar of St. Peter's in 
Rowe. © 


And this Leo, A. D. 809, by his Legates, did 
over-rule that ſtrong oo in the Synod of A- 
quiſgrane, who deſign'd to have voted the Filioque 
into the Creed. THEY | 

Thus happily the Buſineſs dropp'd at that 
Time. | | | 

But the Controverſy raged betwixt the Ea — 
and the Weſtern Church: And A. D. 1233, there 
was a publick Diſputation about it at Conflanti- 
nople, betwixt the Legates of Pope Gregory the 
Ninth, and the Greeks. | 

Publick Diſputations are ſeldom known to 
make Proſelytes. Victory and Triumph is the 
End of ſuch Meetings. 


But A. D. 1438, the Addition of the Filioque 
into the Creeds was attempted with better Suc- 
ceſs, by the Partizans of Rome, in the Synod of 
Terrara and Florence. The Latin Church ſo 
work'd upon the Neceſſities and low Condition 
of the Eaſtern Church, by great Promiſes of Af. 
ſiſtance againſt the Turks, (who then preſs d the 
Eaſtern Empire very hard) that John Paleologus 
the Emperor, and his _ of Grecian Biſhops, 
which were brought to this Synod, and were 
there maintain'd at the Charge of Rome , con- 
ſented to the Addition of the Filioque to the 
Creed, and ſubſcribed to the Canons it made. 

But to their Honour it muſt be ſpoken, there 
was a Set of brave Greeks, who withſtoud. all 
the Temptations of Rome, armed with the Me- 
naces of their own Emperor, and Patriarch ; 
who were bought by the Latins ; and ſtuck cloſe - 
to their old Creeds ; 8 Rome, at whoſe * 

E 
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ble they fat; (in her great Humanity) gave them. 
a very ſorry Entertainment for it. Bit 
By theſe Artifices the Filioque was added to 


* 


the Creed. 


Having diſpatch'd what private Authorities I 
have ready; it is now a convenient Time to 
ſee, how this Buſineſs ſtood in the Ancient Pub- 
lick Creeds. | 


I ſhall not at preſent entertain you with thoſe 
Paraphraſes the Ancients have left us upon the 
Baptiſmal Form, the Ground-work of all our 
Creeds : I ſhall have Occaſion by and by to be 
more particular upon this; and ſhall therefore, 
to avoid the Tediouſneſs of Repetition, deſire 
you to turn to their Paraphraſes upon this Ar- 
ticle, I Believe in the Holy Ghoſt ; where, in the 
oppoſite Column, you. may be fully ſatisfied, 
they thought the Creed was full, without the 
Filoque, and ſome other nice Expoſitions, which 
have been wove by Metaphyſical Heads into the 
current Summaries of the Chriſtian Faith, 


The firſt Creed which offers it ſelf, is that we 
call the Apoſtles. FF be 

The Title hath its Difficulties. The Opinion 
of its being compoſed by the Joint Labours of 
the Apoſtles, is too weak to be mention d. But 
may 1t not be called the Apoſtles Creed, becauſe 
it was the Publick Creed of the Church of Rome ; 
which, becauſe it was founded by the Labours 
of St. Peter and St. Paul, is, and was, by way of 
Eminence, called the Apoſtolical See © And this 
Creed, as it was the Creed of that Church, Sym- 
bolum Sedis Apoſtolica © ä 


Buß 


(171 ] 


But let this be as it will; it is a very plain, 
Scriptural Creed; and diſcounting for the Arti- 
cle of the Deſcent into Hell, (which is no older 
than the Age of Ruin, when it was firſt inſerted 
into the Creed of Aquileia) it bears the unque- 
ſtionable Marks of Antiquity, Simplicity of Do- 
ctrines, Scriptural Terms, and Eaſineſs of Ex- 
preſſion, becoming the Faſhion of thoſe earl 

Ages, which taught Men their Creed in the words 
of God's own Book, with ſome familiar, expla- 
_— Epithet , pertinent to the Perſonal Of- 


What I have to do with this Creed, is, juſt 
to put you in mind that the Filioque is not in 
it ; and that it is eſteem'd a full Summary of 
the Faith of a Chriſtian, by the Eſtabliſn'd 
Church of England ; who requires, and takes the 
Confeſſion of the Faith of grown Perſons, who 
are Candidates for Baptiſm, in this Form of 
Words; and in her Viſitation. Office of the Sick: 
And upon this, gives an Abſolution in more full 
and authoritative Terms than elſewhere : And 
adminiſters the Seal of the Covenant. 


II. The next publick Creed, is the Nicene. 
This is the firſt which was univerfally uſed by 
the Church, and enzoin'd by Synodical Autho- 
rity. | | 

. this there is nothing concluded about the 
Filioque: And yet this Creed was by the Fa- 
thers of this * Synod, and by the two ſubſequent 
Synods of Conftartinople and Epbeſus, determin'd 
to be a full Rule of Faith, 


mans: 2 EY 


— 


— 


„ Socr. Schol. I. 1. c. 8. Codex Can. Ed. Juſtell. Tom. J. 
p- 406. . | | 
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The Original Nicene Creed ends in this Ar- 
ticle, and in theſe very Words, I believe in the 
Holy Ghoſt. It is true there is more in this 
Article, as it ſtands in that Creed, which is 
called the Nicene, in the Engliſh Liturgy : And 
that there, it is, I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Lord and Giter of Life, who proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son. May I not fay, this is an 
Addition to, and an Alteration of the Nicene 
Creed, no older than the Council of Flo- 
rence? by 

The Synod of Conſtantinople, which had the 
Affair of Macedonus before it, who denied the 
Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt, was by the very 
Nature of its Convention, led into an Explana- 
tion of this Article ; but all it did, was to add 
to it, I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord 
and Giver of Life, without ſpeaking of the 
manner of its Proceſſion from the Son. What 
we have more than this, in our Liturgy, upon 
this Article, is an Addition to the NVicene, and 
Con ſtantinople Forms. 

It is not the Buſineſs of my Enquiry, to look 
into the Merit of the Controverſy ; whether the 
Eaſt, or the Weſt were, and are right, as to the 
Filioque : This muſt be owned; Revelation hath 
not determined on either Side ; and that the moſt 
ancient Creeds have nothing about it: And that 
the Synods who drew them up, voted them to be 
tull Rules of Faith. | 
Is it not now a Matter greatly to be la- 
mented, That this Article of the Filioque, ſhould 


be taken into the Creeds of our Engl:þþ Liturgy, 
without the Countenance of Scripture, and that 
Antiquity ſhe juſtly values in other Matters? And 
that her Members ſhould be tied, as oft as they 

repeat 
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repeat the Athanaſian Creed, to declare, that it 
is neceſſary to everlaſting Salvation, thus to think 
on the Trinity. 

What will become (if this be true) of the 
whole Greek Church? of thoſe famous Martyrs, 
and Confeſſors for the Faith, who once adorned 
her Communion? What will become of the 
great Athanaſius, who never, as we can find, 
thus thought on the Trinity? What Excuſe can 
be given, for making controverted Points, which 
have neither Scripture, nor Antiquity on their 
Side, Articles of Faith ? And for ſhutting the 
Greek Church out of our Communion by ſuch 
ſtrait Terms. 

And what is more to this Purpoſe ; we have 
Proteſtants, faſt Members of the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church, who have not thought it neceſſary to 
Salvation, to think thus on the Trinity. Arch- 
biſhop Land * handſomely excuſes the Greek 
Church, in the Matter of the Filioque; and the 
great 1 Stilling flect cleverly defends it againſt 
the Cenſures of Rome. So much to the Filioque. 
And muſt it after all this, be owned for a ſaving 
Article of Faith ? What Proteſtants have given 
up: What the nniverſal Greek Church diſowns: 
What Scripture hath not revealed. It is now 
Time to begin with ſome other Matter. 


| III. What I have at Hand is. But the God- 
© head of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 


Ghoſt, is all one: The Glory equal, the Majeſty 
Coeternal. 


* 


—— — 


* Againſt Fiſher, Pag. 24. + Rat. Account of the Grounds of 
It 


the Proteſtant Religion, Part. I. Pag. 1. 
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Tt is Foreign to my Deſign, to engage in 4 
Diſpute about the Coeſſentiality, or Co-ordi- 
nation of the Perſons of the Holy Trinity. 
My Buſineſs is only to enquire, how Athanaſius, 
and this Doctrine agree. The other Subject is 
exhauſted by thoſe Challenges, and Anſwers, 
thoſe Replies, and Rejoinders, which have lately 
paſs'd amongſt the Managers of this Contro- 
verſy. But what puzzles this Controverſy, are 
thoſe poſitive Pretenſions both Sides make to 
Scripture, and Antiquity. As to Scripture 
thoſe, in my Opinion, do unfairly anſwer the 
Arguments of their Adverſaries, who would 
have us believe, what Revelation faith of the 
Subordination of the Son to the Father, hath 
merely Relation to the Humanity of the Second 
Perſon :. As this Anſwer is a Tranſgreſſion of 
all the Laws of Reafoning upon Parallels; and 
puts a cold Senſe upon the Words of the inſpi- 
red Writers : What leſs than this? When we are 
told, that our Lord's Meaning is, when he ſaith, 
* My Father 1s greater than T ; that God the 
Father is greater than Chriſt, as he was Man: 
Who ever doubted of this? And who would ever 
draw a Parallel, as to Greatneſs, betwixt Crea- 
tor and Creature, What leſs? When they grave- 
ly tell us, that our Lord's Meaning is; when 
he ſaith, Of that Day and Hour knoweth no Man, 
10 not the Angels which are in Heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father : That the Son, as he was 
the Son of Man, did not know when the Day 
of Judgment would be. What Man ever thought 


— — = 
* * 


John 14. Verſ. 28. ' 4 Mark 13. Verſ. 32. 
; Futurity 
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Futurity was known to any: Creature, unaſſiſted 
by a Divine Revelation? 

And as to the Antemcene Fathers, 'anothet 
Part of the Evidence, which is uſed in this 
Controverſy ; they are claimed by both Sides. 
Firſt, Petavius, * a Learned Foreigner, gives them 
up to the Arians; as, Cum Ortbedoxe fidei Re- 
guld minime conſentientes. And another Author 
of our own hath ſhewn us, that the Expoſitions 
which the An te- ni cene Fathers have given of the 
Texts alledged againſt the ' Reverend Dr. Clark, 
by a Learned Layman, are more agreable to the 
Interpretation of the Learned Dr. Clark. But 
the Learned Dr. Vaterland, and others, will not 
let him have them quietly. But with humble 
Submiſſion to the great Learning, Leiſure, and 
Opportunities of Dr. Vaterland, I conceive he 
hath not ſaid enough to deprive Dr. Clark of 
the Ailiftance of the Ante- nicene Fathers, ( what- 
ever the true Value of their Help may be.) 
What if their que vorar, Vo apdypart, Ivo Sovapay ; 
and ſuch like ſtrong Expreſſions, + were only to 
guard more carefully _ Sabellianiſm, the 
prevailing Hereſy of theſe Times ? Their Terms, 
Aνẽꝭt, mine Kirue, vmgeTHY, AciTYgpyHY, Maxay, 
vTepreiy, are not to be evaded with ſuch Sophi- 
x If they mean any Thing, they mean a 
Subordination in the Perſon, to whom they are 
applied, to that Perſon, whoſe great Miniſter 
he is: The Zeal of theſe Fathers againſt Sabel- 
lamſm, can never bring thele Expreſſions to an 


"I 


„ 


* Epiph. Hzr. 6. A Diſcourſe by a Clergyman in the Coun- 
try, Printed at London, 1714, for Burleigh. 
7 Waterlaud's Vindic, Queſt. 11. Pag. 19. 


Ortho- 
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. Orthodox Meaning, in Dr. Vaterland's Senſe, 


If Doctor Clark hath no Right to claim the Aſ- 


ſiſtance of theſe Fathers, in the Controverſy ; 
Dr. Vaterland muſt let them alone. I am uot 


concerned whether their Evidence be Hetorodox 
or Orthodox : Let thoſe make this out, whoſe 


Work it is to do it. Dr. Clark muſt. have them, 


till theſe Expreſſions are better accounted for 


by his Opponents ; till ww can work theſe 


Terms up to bare Evidence tor a perfect Coeſ- 
ſentiality and Coordination, 

But what have IT been doing? I am got upon 
a dangerous Point : It will be difficult to eſcape, 
without having Heretick clapp'd upon my Back. 
But if it be Hereſy to mention Dr. Clark with 
Reſpe&, or to own any Acquaintance with his 


Writings ; (It is oy Unhappineſs not to know 
y 


him Perſonally :) Anſwer is, what the Poet 
made to thoſe peeviſh Criticks, who blamed him 
for keeping good Company , and uſing good 
Authors. Quod illi malediFum vehemens e ſe exiſti- 
mant, eam laudem hic ducit maxi mam. 

It is Time to leave this Excurſion, and to 
return to Athanaſius; to enquire how the Do- 
ctrine of the Creed, which I have written down 
in the Front of this Argument, and that Great 
Man, agree together. Firſt, As to this: It 18 
the Opinion of our Athanaſius, in his Defence 
of the Synod of Ariminum and Seleucia, that the 
Eſſence of the Father, is the Principle, Root 
and Fountain of the Son. And in his Epiſtle 
to Serapion : © Thus the Unity of the Trinity 
« is preſerved, and one God is preached in the 
« Church, who is above all, through all, and in 
« all: Above all, as the Father, the 9 
6e and Fountain; through all, by the Word; 


* and 
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and in all by the Holy Ghoſt. In his Third 
_ *Oration. ' againſt the Ariam, he hath theſe 
Words. Jhe Son, when he came into the World, 
glorified not 1 2 but his Fatber; ſaying to a 
certain Perſon who came to him, V hy calleſt thou 
me Good? And to another that aſked, Vhich is 


the great 2 of the Lam? he gave this 
Anſwer, Hear, O Iſrael, the, Lord thy God is ore 
Lord. And.;to the People, I came down from 
Heaven, wyt to do my own Will, but the Vill of the 
Father, which ſent me. And he taught his Diſ- 
ciples, The Father is 17 than J. And be that 


honoureth- me, honoureth him that ſent me. 


I have-now done with the Doctrines of the 
Creed. And I think the Evidence which hath 
been examin'd, abundantly: proves Atharaſrus 
not to be the Author of it; and. that it goth 
not contain Doctrines agreeable to the Senti- 
ments of that great aan. 


III. What now lies before me, is to con- 
ſider, whether. its Modes of Expreſſion, and Ex- 
planation, be conformable to the Faſhion of 
thoſe early Times, in ſpeaking of the Articles 
of Faith. And as to this, it is obſervable, 
that the Imperial way of dictating Articles of 
Faith, and ' enforcing Scholaſtick Definitions 
of the Metaphyſical Natures of the Perſons in 
the Holy Trinity, with Hell and Damnation, 
ſuits not at all with the Simplicity and Clear- 
neſs of the firſt Creeds in the Church ; nor with 
that Faſhion of Writing the Ancient Fathers 
follow'd, in opening themſelves upon the My- 
ſtery of the Trinity. Good Men, they are plain 


and intelligible in ſuch Matters, and govern 
| C their 


* 
7. 


Fug} 
their Thoughts by Scripture Expreſſions : The 
wicked Spirit of Wrangling, (the Parent of 
Confuſion in Writing) had not yet poſſeſs d the 
Penmen of the Church, and worn out the Senſe 
of common Charity and Love. | | 


WII 


Before the Synod of Nice, the Univerſal 
Church had no Set Form of Words for its Cate- 
chetical Creed; but every particular Church 
had. a. Creed of her own ; a ſhort Scriptural 
Explanation. of the Baptiſmal Form, proper to 
inform the Underſtanding in the Myſteries of 
Salvation, and bring Men to the Knowledge of 
the Truth. For Proof, I beg the Learned Rea- 
der to conſult * Synopſis Criticorum , and Pear- 
ſon's Annotations on the Ceed; where is the ful- 
leſt Account of this. Matter I have ſeen. But 
for the Sake of others, I will ſet in our own 
Language, their Interpretations ' of the Baptiſ- 
mal Form, in a Column againft every' Original 
Article, that we may ſee at one View, what 
the Ancient Creeds were, and the common Fa- 
ſhion of handling Articles of Faith in thoſe 


Times, 


* * a a. i _— a * 
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1 
2 Believe in God, 


Believe in Jeſus 
2 Chnuit, 


The Father and Su- 
eme Lord of the 
niverſe. One G 
the Almighty Father, 
who made Heaven and 
Earth. God over all. 
One God, the Maker 
of the World, who 
made all Things by 
the Word. God, the 
—— Father, and 

— op / Lord, the 
* — of all 

hings. God, 
the Father Alm ghty, 
who made all Things. 
The Author. The Fa- 
ther who ſent. God 
glorified through Jeſus 
Chriſt in the _ 
Spirit. God, the 
mighty , the only 
True, _ muſt be 
Worſhi through 
Jeſus 11. in the 
Holy Spirit. 


The Son, who fſuf- 
fered under "Pontius Pi- 
late. Chriſt, the only 
begotten of God : The 
beloved Son, the Lord 
of Glory. The Son 
of God, born of a 
Virgin, who ſuffered, 


E 2 and 


= if 20 ] 
„„ 1 6, and. ee. ben ce 
Fo Joe $40] Mall; Gat every 
e Rnee might bow to 
e Chriſt Jelm. Our 
07. _ Lord, Saviour, and 
= King, according to 
8. the good Pleaſure of 
the Inviſible Father. 
Begotten of the Fa- 
ther before all Worlds, 
and Born of the Vir- 
gin Mary, without the 
Help ot. Man : Who 
lived Holy, who cu- 
red Diſeaſes, and 

reached to the Wor- 
ippers of many Gods. 
The only true God. 
The only begotten Son 
of the Father, The 
Word of God. Our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 
whom are all Things. 
The only begotten Son, 

who came, 


J Believe in the he Spirit who ſpake 
| | by the Prophets the 
Holy Ghokt, Things pertaining to 
| ” Jeſus. The Hol * 
rit, who foretold by 
the Prophets the Chri- 
ſtian Diſpenſation; the 
Coming of Jeſus; and 
his Birth on a Virgin. 
The 
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The Holy Spirit. The 
Paraclete ſent by Chriſt, 
and preacning Chhriſt. 
The Gift. The Holy 
Spirit which beareth 
Teſtimony. FE 


| Theſe are thoſe eaſy and Scriptural Expoliti- 
ons, the Writers of the firſt Centuries have left 
us upon the 1{mal Creed; which Form is 
the 1 all other Creeds: And what 
was, in thoſe Days, thought to be enough to 
make Chriſtians wt for Saluation. I: 


And now, upon comparing the Faſhion of the 
Atbanaſau Creed (in calling it fo, I comply 
with Cuſtom) with theſe Precedents , we thall 
ſoon be furniffid with abundant Reaſon 10 be- 
lieve it a Compoſition of ſome dark Age of the 
Church, when Writers had left the Rule of Scrip- 
ture, and primitive Standards, and, wirh Bold- 
neſs peculiar to Ignorance, had intruded into 
thoſe Things they had not ſeen: And that it 
cannot belong to ſo old a Writer as Atha- 
naſius; the Faſhion of it being of a much later 
Form. | „ 

And this is one way to diſcover the Authen- 
ticalneſs of Writings, to find out proper Dates 
and Authors. | | | 


It may be ſeaſonable, before I diſmiſs this 
Head, to conſider what is uſually ſaid in De- 
tence of Metaphyſical Creeds, and unſcriptural 
Terms of Expoſition, 


; n Is 


[22] 
1s not this the common Argument? © Here- 
© ticks (fo all thoſe who oppoſe Eftabliſhments 
and Syſtems are uſually complimented ) © had 
< Jearn'd to cover an Heterodox Senſe with Or- 
< thodox Expreſſions, and to evade Scriptural 
© Terms by Fancy and Art ; ſo the Orthodox 
© were forc'd upon Metaphyfical Expoſitions, and 
© unſcriptural Terms, to guard the Truths of 
*GoD againſt their Evaſions, 

May I not ſay, that this way of arguing (what- 
ever the true Force of it is) ſuppoſes uninſpired 
Writers to be better Expoſitors of the Will of 
God, than his own Authors ? That the Myſteries 
of Religion ſound fuller in the Words of Plato, 
or Ariſtotle, than in the —— of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ? Is not this to _ above what is 
written ? To leave infallible Guides, for Men of 
Infirmities and Paſſions ? | 

The ſureſt way to put this Argument out of 
Countenance , is, to examine the Strength of 
theſe unſcriptural Terms; their great Signifi- 
cancy in Explaining Myſteries, and their Pro- 
perneſs to conclude Hereticks. | 
I T ſhall pitch upon two of theſe, for my preſent 

Entertainment. 


Theſe are, vmmas, ouounC. 


Whatever their Excellence may be, theſe make 
a principal Figure in our Syſtematical Writers 
upon the Trinity, and are careſſed as the Safe- 
guards of that Doctrine. 


As to theſe Terms; dm, is Perſon, in our 
_ preſent rendring ; and de., Conſubſtantial. 


I am 


[ 23] 


I am not accountable for the Properneſs of 
this Tranſlation ; but I ſhall go away with it as 
it is. But what I am to remark upon them, is, 
That * Perſon and Being -are co-relative Terms, 
when applied to Rationals. So it was under- 
ſtood, and ſo oppoſed, when it was firſt brought 
into the Church, | 

And I think I may fay, 'That upon hearing 
the Term Perſon, 1f we have any Idea, we have 
an Idea of a Being. . 

Three Beings, of Glory equal, and Majeſty co- 
eternal, is Tritheiſm .z inconſiſtent with the Nu- 
merical Oneneſs of Goo. | 

Is now this unſcriptural Term ſo proper to 
conclude Hereticks, as is ſuppoſed in the Argu- 
ment for the Uſe of it ? Which, in its natural 
Signification, inculcates Tritheiſm ; and is apt to 
lead the thoughtleſs Part of thoſe who hear it 
aſtray, from the true Doctrine of the Holy Tri- 


nit. 4 3 | 

The Learned + Dr. Bennet opens himſelf upon 
this Term, in his uſual Ingenuity. Whether the 
_ are properly uſed, or no, it 1s needleſs to 

11pute, 

What is the original Notation of the word Per- 
ſon , what various Acceptations it has had, and 
in what Senſes it hath been applied to the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt , I ſhall not now en- 


quire 


As to the duo, Conſubſtantial, the next Sy- 
ſtematical word I mark d out for my Obſerva. 


* Socrar. Hiſt. I. 3. c. 7. Ed. va. 
1 Diſc.” of Trin. in Unity, Cap. 14+ P10. 


tion ; 


['24 ] 
tion); it hath à double Signification; and bath 
foreign to the "Scripture Doctrine of the: Tri 


nity. rf 1% 0% * 


A i Identi and Speeificie Identity 


have: their Errors. A Numerical Identity mas 
keth the Sn to be the very Father, 0 Son 


he is ſaid to be. 

Altho between tyd Individuals. there ma 
a Unity of Nature; as two Men are of the ſa — 
common Human Nature ; ; yet two Individuals 
cannot, without , expreſs. Contradiction, have an 
Identity of Nature: Becauſe then one of thoſe 


two Perſons would be the ſame Perſon which the 


other of them is. | 
This Conſtrudtion 4 our e leads to Sabel 
bene. Ji 51 {fl 


: haps Specifick Identity, the othes Notation « of 
the 181 0 Com ſubſtantial, maketh the Son to be 
one with the Father, only as two Men are one, 
of the:fame common human Nature. 

"This Notation of this Term, without A brick 
Guard, will bring us into Tritheiſm, | I 8 


The Improperneſs of our Term, Corfu FD 
to open the Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity, 
made the Great Euſebius (and ſome others in the 
Council of N ice) oppoſe its Inſertion into the 
Creed. And tho! for the Sake of Peace, .that 
reat Man did at laſt ſubſcribe to it; yet, as Va- 
— obſeryes, he never _ the word = all his 
riting n 1 

And * the Hr} was debated i in — Sy- 
nod of Ariminum, N 359, Hofias and Libe- 
rins, with ſeveral other i faft Athindfans, voted 
hr taking it out of the Nicene Creed; it And * 
ly 


: -- . _ | 

ly it did not appear to thoſe Biſhops neceſſary to 
Waun ge Trinity, when they conſented to have 
it quaſh, 


© quaſh'l, . Sirely they, thought the Doctrine 
might be ſaſe ko =... het 1225 


A bind: 
' T ſhall: dif 


- 9 
5 'I's; 


L diſmiſs this Ferm, with the Opinion 
of the very. Learned * Dr. Waterland : (An E- 
vigence its ſtrongeſt Admirers tnuſt allow). His 
wonds are 3, Af to the Queſtion, whether it ſhall be 
called Specifick or Numerical, Jam in no pain about 
it ; neither. f the Names exadly ſuits it ; nor per- 
haps any other we can think of © 


Buy this Time, I have done enough, to ſhew 
the Admirers of unſcriptural Terms, that they 
are equivocal and ambiguous, and give us no 
true Idea of the Doctrine of the Trinity; and 
are apt, in their natural and obvious Significa- 
tion, to lead us off from the true Point: That 
they are not thoſe ſtrong Barriers of our Faith, 
Hereticks cannot get over; but rather open a 
Door to Hereſy, and afford cimning Men Pros 
tection under their natural Ambignity, and give 

juſt Ideas of the Scripture Doctrine of the 


us no 3 
Trinity. 

Oh that the Church might once more be 
bleſs'd with Scriptural Creeds, and Scriptural 
Terms! That we might be taught the Myfteries 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, in the Words of 
God's own Writers! I dare, without the Spirit of 
Prophecy, fay, that this (under God) would be 
a means to heal our Diviſions, and reſtore Unity 
of, Faith amongſt us, ms 


x 
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© The * preſumptuous Impoſing the Senſes of 
Men upon the Words of God, and laying them 
upon Men's Conſciences together, under the 
equal Penalty of Death and Damnation; This 
vain Conceit, that we can ſpeak of the Thi 
© of God, better than in the Words of God; 
© This Deifying our own Interpretations, and 
* tyrannous Enforcing them upon others; This 
\ © Reſtraining the Word of God from its Lati- 
© tude and Generality, and the Underſtandings 
of Men from that Liberty wherein Chriſt and 
* his Apoſtles had left them; is, and hath been, 
the only Foundation of all the Schiſms in 
© the Church, and that which makes them im- 
mortal. 5 SW 


1 is Time to paſs over to my laſt Parti- 
I 5 

I have made ſome Excurſions in the Argu- 
ment I have diſmiſs'd, which have drawn my 
Matter out into an unuſual Length. But this I 
am now entring upon, I ſhall difpatch with con- 


* 


venient Brevity. 


III. We have theſe Words in the Creed; With- 
out confounding the Perſons, or dividing the 
Subſtance, 


In handling the Argument I deſign to raiſe 
upon them, my Buſineſs is, to prove hiſtorically, 
That the Two Opinions here mention'd and 
 damn'd, were not in the Church till after the 


2 


. * Chillingworth's R. of F. p. 132. Folio. 


Death 


C27] 
Death of Athanaſius. And the natural Conſe- 


quence of this Proof will be, Athanaſius is not 
the Author of the Creed we are now conſider- 


ing. 


One of the Opinions © belongs to Neſto- 
rius, who denied the Human Nature to be 
(what we Scholaſtically call it) Hypoftatically 
united to the Divine Nature, in the Perſon of 
Feſus Chriſt : And fo he divided the two Sub- 
ſtances. UE” | 
But this 4 1 was condemn'd A. D. 431, 
in the General Synod of Epheſus. : 


The other Opinion belongs to Eutyches ; and 
it was, That the Human Nature of Chriſt was 
obſorb'd by the Preſentiality of the as: And 
thus he confounded the Perſons. | 
And this was condemn'd A. D. 451, in the Sy- 
nod of Calcedon. ho 5 
And to this we may join the Cenſure which 
is paſs d upon the Opinion of Apolliraris the 
Younger, in theſe words; Perfect God, and per- 
fe# Man, of a reaſonable Soul, and human Fleſh 
ſubſiſting : His Opinion, againſt which theſe 
words are directed, was, That Chrift had no 
Rational Soul ; but that its Place was ſupplied 
by the Abc. i 
This Opinion was condemn'd in groſs, A. D. 
399, in the firſt Canon of the Synod of Conſtan- 


— + 4 

Bur Athanaſius died 4. D: 371. Whence it 
is hiſtorically plain, Athanaſius could not be the 
Author of this Creed, which directly condemns, 
and mentions Opinions, which were not broach'd 
till after his Death. WE 
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In what hath been ſaid in the Management 
of my Argument, it is demonſtrably evident, 
That the Creed was not written by Athanaſius, 
nor contains in it Doctrines agreeable to thoſe 
Sentiments he had of the Trinity. 


: Theſe were thoſe Two Points 1 engaged to 
diſpatch : And I hope: I have done it to Satiſ- 
faction, by proper Conſiderations. = : 


IV. Now I have diſtanded the common O- 
pinion, it may be expected I ſhould buſy my 
ſelf to find out the true Author. 


It muft be own'd, we have no direct Autho- 
rity to fix this Creed upon any one Man, ar 
any particular Age, True it is, the Credit of 
u is given to Vigilins of Iapſus, by fome Cri- 
ticks, who have labour'd in this Subject : But 
as yet I have not ſeen much Authority for it. 
What I know of Vigilius, is, He was a vigorous 
Athanajian ; a ſturdy Champion for, the Nicexe 
Creed, againſt the growing Sect of the Arians in 

Africk. But he lived too near vie Primitive 
Times, to be the Father of a Metaphyſical 
Creed. He flouriſh'd A. D. 484. It was now 
too ſoon to venture upon an Alteration of the 
Nicene Creed, in Oppoſition ta the General Coun- 
cils of Conſtantinople and Epbeſus, , which, made it 
penal, to make any Additions to, or Alterations 
in it: And as yet Churchmen had not learp'd to 
be wiſe in Myſteries, above what Was written 
for thi Information,” eee 
Altho we may not know the particular Name 
of its 7 the 2248 Taue Eg it was 
eampoſed, we have undeniable Arguments to prove 

| a. 


? 


ä 

it to be written by a Member of the Latin Church, 
iu ſome of the darkeft Ages of the Goſpel ; and 
with a Deſign to be an Evidence for Rome, in her 
Difputes with the Greeks upon the Filioque. 

I am of opinion, it might be written ſome time 
in the Seventh Century, when the Buſineſs of the 
Filioque raged intolerably, betwixt the Champions 
of the Greek and Latin Church; and was inſcribed 
Athanaſius, tq gain Credit to its Authority. 

- Athanaſius was the ableſt Trinitarian the Church 
ever had; who wrote much, and ſuffer d much 
for the Cauſe. SY 8 

After the following Authorities have been 
weighed, I conceive, there will be little Room to 

inſay what I have adyanc'd'about the Time of 
its being written. aha One” 
Our great Church-Antiquary; * Dr. Cave, could 
not find any mention of it before 794; and then 
it was juſt touch'd upon by Theodulphus of Orle- 
ance, But Archbiſhop Uſher, in a Treatiſe of his 
own about the Creeds, conjectures, from the Fa- 
ſhion of the Characters of a Latin Manuſcript of 
It, in the Cottton Library, That this Copy was of 
the Sixth Century. 

Whatever this may be, our Care and Gerhard 
Voſfus are clear, that the firſt Time it was us d as 
an Evidence, was at that Publick Diſputation, 
which was at Conſtantinople, A. D. 1232, betwixt 
the Greeks and the Legates of Pope Gregory the 
Ninth. Tr a | ck ; 

After this, we hear more of it from Gulielmus 
Mimatenfis,' Fohannes Belethus, and Manuel Caleca, 
a Greek who was come over to the Latin. _ 


an > 
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5. 146. Þ Voſf, de Tribus Symb. p. 39. 
| The 


* 


7. Hiſt, Literaria, 
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The Athanaſian Creed, (theſe are the Words 
of the Learned * Stillingfleet, who had read as 
much as any Man) as far as we can trace ue 
vas firſt uſed in the Gallican Churches; and 
that Uſe firſt mention'd by Abbo Florianus, in 
* ſome Fragments ſent by Nicholas Faber to Baro- 
Mis, A. D. 1001. 5 
Aid whoſoever conſiders the Silence about that 
Creed before, and compares it with the Profeſli- 
on of Faith in the firſt Canon of the Fourth Coun- 
cil of Toledo, will ſee Reaſon to believe this 
Creed was of a Gallican Compoſition; and thence 
was carried into Spain, upon the Converſion of 
the Goths from Arianiſm ; wherein ſeveral Ex- 
preſſions are taken out of the Works of St. Auſtin, 

© By which Teſtimonies, (faith the judiczoug 
« + Pearſon) and the like, of the Latin Church, 
* we may well gueſs in which Church the Creed, 
commonly attributed to Athanaſius, was form d: 
« For as tis confeſs'd to be written firſt in Latin, 
< ſoit is moſt probable to be compoſed by ſome 
Member of the Latin Church, by that Expreſ- 
* ſion in it; Spiritus S. a Patre & Filia; non factus, 
non creatus, non genitus, ſed procedenss 

The Ancient Greek Fathers, ſpeaking of the 
Proceſſion, mention the Father only, and never 
(I think) expreſs the Son; ſticking conſtantly, 
in this, to the Language of the Scriptures, 


This is what 1 know of the Author of the 
Creed: And it is hiſtorically: evident, that it 
is a late Compoſitjon, the Work of a Latin Par- 


tizan. 


* Stillingfleet Orig. Brit. c. 4. P. 22 * 
+ Pearſon on the Creed,, p. 324. K 
dome 


L 347 1 
Rome was early in the baſe Art of counter- 
feiting Authors; and ſuborning Evidence to ag- 
grandize her Pride and Ambition. 8 


V. It is Time to lay down my Pen: But 
ſince my Hand is in Ink, I will ſpend a little 
more of it, in writing down my Thoughts upon 
the Athanaſan Creed. As for my own Part, I 
heartily with our Creeds might be reftor'd: to a 
Scriptural Simplicity; and that this Creed, with 
its Metaphyſical. Expoſitions, - and Damnatory 
Sentences, might be taken out of the Exgliſb Li- 
turgy: Or that the Occaſional Uſe of it, might 
not be impoſed in the Rubrick: For theſe 
Reaſons : 2h, 


I. Becauſe it ſeems to puzzle the great Article 
Trinity in Unity, (which I ſeriouſly be- 
eve) affords Matter of Banter, to the Adver- 

ſaries of this Faith; and Matter of Grief and 

Complaint to thoſe, who Honour the Revela- 

tions of God, as profitable for Doctrine, and 

able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, 


II. Becauſe it contradicts the common Doctrine 
of the Reformation; as to the Fulneſs and Suf- 
ficiency of the Rule of Scripture; and particu- 
larly what the Church of Exgland faith to this 
Matter; in her Homily upon the Scriptures ; 
and in her Sixth and Twentieth Articles : In 
making more Things neceffary to Salvation, 
than Revelation hath done: An Inſtance. The 
Proceſſion of the Holy Spirit from the Son. 


III. Becauſe it is ſo Worded, that many of 
the common People muſt be apt to underſtand it, 
in a Senſe, favouring either of Sabellianiſm 2,5 
| | 4777 


[| 32] 


Tritheiſm, neither of which, is. confiſtent with 
Scripture 3 ſeeing the one takes away the very 
Being of the Son, and. Holy Spirit; and the 
other introduces maniteſtly, a Plurality of 


IV. Becauſe the Author, whoever he was, is 
wiſe above what is written for our Inſtruction 
in Righteouſneſs, and lays more upon our Be- 
lief, than God hath required, and this upon 
the Pain of Damnation: By this the Souls of 
good People are terrified, and thoſe: who deſire 
to know what they ſay, in ſuch Matters of Cona 
ſequence ; and to believe with their Underſtand: 
ing, are not informed. I mean the: Maſs of 
thoſe, who hear this Creed ; I am not to account 
for the Penetration-of Men of abſtra& Thoughts, 
Creeds of publick- Uſe, ought to be informing 
to all Men. Religion was not revealed for the 
Uſe of Philoſophers, and Metaphyſitians only, 
———— every honeſt Soul the ſaving Truths 


V. Becauſe the Conſequential Doctrines, which 
the Author of this Creed, draws from the Fun- 
Adamental, Trinity in Unity; and thoſe Super 
ſtructures he is 75 to build upon it, are laid 
upon our Belief, under the ſame Penalties, as 
the Fundamentals, and our Aſſent is equally re- 
quired to them. VVV 

This Method of commanding an Aſſent, ex- 
ceeds all Degrees, and Proportions of Evidence: 
As the Principles of any Concluſion are of morg 
Credit, than the Concluſion it ſelf. That which 
is aſſumed, as the Ground and Reaſon, why I 
aſſent to any Thing, is undoubtedly more evi 
dent, and certain, than that I aſſent to upon that 
Ground, 5 Tri- 


C4047] 


| Trinity in Unity, the Fundamental of our 
Faith, is Revealed. And though it is a Mat- 
ter above our Comprehenſion; the Authority of 
the infallible Revealer of it, is. ſufficient to com- 
mand our Aſſent; and is equal to Mathematical 
Demonſtration. What God hath revealed is 
True, as certainly as Two and Two make Four. 
But the Conſequences of this Doctrine of Tri- 
nity in Unity, which are not drawn by God, are 
Not equally certain, with their Principles; as 
the Principles are the Words of God; and the 
Conſequences are the Words of Men : And ſhould 
they not therefore be impoſed upon our Belief, 
under leſs Obligations than their Principles? 
In that their Degrees of Evidence are inferior, 
and of an unequal Authority. But if human 
Authority will impoſe their own Explanations, 
aud Diſcuſſions of Myſteries: It is to be wiſhed, 
it would impoſe theſe, in that Latitude of gene- 
ral Exprethons, which all Chriſtians, who are found 
in Fundamentals, might Subſcribe to. 

Many able Divines of the * Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
have endeavour'd to ſoften the bold Expreſ- 
ſions in the Athanafian Creed; and its Arbi- 
trary manner of impoſing human Superſtructures 
upon Goſpel Fundamentals on our Belief. But 
to avoid the Trouble of Tranſcribing, I deſire 
the Reader to take . their Evidence out of 
Dr. Clark. | ; 

In a Word, their Opinion is, that the terrible 
Anathema's in this Creed, we have under our 
Hands, only relate to the neceſſary Articles, 4 
Trinity in Unity, and not to the Proofs and 
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* Warerland's Query 21. p. 322. Script. Doct. Part III. 
c. 2. p. 423. | 
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Illuſtrations of them. But whatever this is; it 
is to be fear'd, there is not One in a Thouſand, 


who hears, and repeats this Creed, who knows 


any Thing of this foft Turn, which 1s given to 
very rigid Expreſſions. And it muſt be owned, 
that it is Pen'd in ſuch a particular Manner, that 
It is moſt natural and eaſy, to apply the Ana- 


themas to every Article in it. 


VT. Becauſe this Creed makes the Terms of 
Chriſtian Communion, ſtraiter than Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles have made them. Chriſt only re- 
quired the Blind Man he had Cured, * To con- 
jeſ him to be the Lord. And Martha, after ſhe 
had been Catechized by Chriſt, repeats the In- 
ſtructions ſhe had from him in theſe Words: 
Þ+ T believe, that than art the Chriſt, the Son of God, 
which ſhould come into the World. And the Creed 
of St. Peter is; || Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the 
Living God. Our Lord approves of this Creed, 
fetches its Original from Heaven, calls it a Rock, 
and gives a Grant of ſbme ſort of Prehemi— 
nence to St. Peter for it. Paul and Silas teach 
the Jaylor of Philipp: this Creed; * And they ſaid, 
Felide on the Lord Feſus, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
and thy Houſe. And the Creed of the Eunuch is; 
+ I believe that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God. 
Upon this Confeſſion, the Apoſtles and Evange- 
liſts Baptized their Converts, and Scaled over 
to them a Federal Title to the Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, r 

In one Word; Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, do not 
expreſly in the Goſpel require a Belief of ſuch 
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* John ix. 36, + John xi. 27. Plat. xvi. 16, 
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Metaphyſical Niceties, to qualify Men for Chri- 
ſtian Communion : And thoſe human Forms, 
which require more than Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles have required, make the Terms of Chri- 
ſtian Communion ſtraiter than Chriſt hath made 
them ; and deny thofe the ordinary Means of 
2 to whom Chriſt hath not denied 
them. 

I know how to be modeſt, when Divine Mat- 
ters, which are above my Apprehenſion, are be- 
fore me; and to believe what God hath revealed, 
upon his own Authority, when I am not able 
to account for ſome Difficulties : I do own, that 
great Deference ought to be paid to the Opi- 
nions of able Divines, Living or Dead; to the 
Traditions of the Univerſal Church; and to the 
Synodical Decrees of National and General 
Councils. But it is a Matter of Doubt with me, 
whether any Perſon, or Perſons, of the talleſt 
Abilities; whether any National Church, or 
whether the Univerſal Church Synodically AC 
ſembled, the higheſt human Authority, in the 
Knots of Divinity, hath Power to ſay more of 
the Chriſtian Myſteries, than God hath ſaid cf 
them; or to impoſe them as the Teſts of Church 
Fellowſhip. | 

It is with Pleaſure, I conclude my ſelf, in the 
Words of Two Great Men of this Church, who 
are now with God : © The Bible, the Bible, the 
Bible, ſaith the Admirable Chillingworth, is the 
« Religion of the Proteſtants. The Modeſty ot 
“ Chriſtians, ſaith the incomparable Tillotſon, in 
his Sermon on the Unity of the Divine Nature; 
c jg contented in Divine Matters, to know, what 
God hath thougat fit to Reveal concerning 
* them, and hath no Curioſity, to be wiſe above 
* what is written: It is enough to believe, _ 
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4 God faith concerning theſe Matters: And if 
any Man will venture to ſay more, every other 
„Man hath Liberty to believe as he thinks fit. 


* Therefore ſorſaking the cor udgment 
of fleſhly Men, which care —_— © ths 
Carcaſe; let us reverently hear and read Ho- 
ly Scripture, which is the Food of the Soul: 
Let us diligently ſearch for the Well of Life, 
in the Books of the New and Old Teſtement, 
© and not run to the ſtinking Puddles of Men's 
Traditions, (deviſed by Men of Imagination) 
for our Juſttfication and Salvation. For in the 
Holy Scripture is fully contained what we 
ought to do, and what to eſchew 5 what to 
ne, what to love; - and what to look for 
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at God's Hand at length. 
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Pious and Judicious Was, me Reply a certain 
Layman (an honeſt and well-meaning Confeſ- 
for) made to the Logicians, who had puzzled 


the Doctrine of the Trinity by Critical Diſputes 


at the Synod of Nice: That Chriſt, nor his 
© Apoſtles, had taught us the Art of DBiſputingt 
© nor vain Subtilneſs ; but a plain Opinion, vi 
is to be guarded by Faith and good Works. Sos 
crat. Schol. 1. 1. c. 8. Ed. Val. 


* Homil. to the Reading of Holy Scripture. 
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